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Strengthened in Our Inner Being

Christ Dwells in Our Hearts by Faith

We Have Strength to Comprehend God’s Love

We Are Filled With All the Fullness of God

“God is Love” is the Complete Truth so Far as the
Christian is Concerned

To say “God zs light” is to imply that God’s holiness finds expression in
everything he says and does. Similatly, the statement “God 7 love” means
that his love finds expression in everything that he says and does.

The knowledge that this is so for us personally is the supreme comfort
for Christians. As believers, we find in the cross of Christ assurance that we,
as individuals, are beloved of God; “the Son of God...loved ¢ and gave
himself for ¢’ (Gal 2:20). Knowing this, we are able to apply to ourselves
the promise that all things work together for good to them that love God
and are called according to his purpose (Rom 8:28). Not just somze things,
note, but a// things! Every single thing that happens to us expresses God’s
love to us, and comes to us for the furthering of God’s purpose for us.

Thus, so far as we are concerned, God is love to us—holy, omnipotent
love—at every moment and in every event of every day’s life. Even when
we cannot see the why and the wherefore of God’s dealings, we know that
there is love in and behind them, and so we can rejoice always, even when,
humanly speaking, things are going wrong. We know that the true story of
our life, when known, will prove to be, as the hymn says, “mercy from first
to last”—and we are content.

Amazing Love!

Is it true that God is love to me as a Christian? And does the love of God
mean all that has been said? If so, certain questions arise.

Why do I ever grumble and show discontent and resentment at the
circumstances in which God has placed me?

Why am I ever distrustful, fearful, or depressed?

Why do I ever allow myself to grow cool, formal and halfhearted in the
service of the God who loves me so?

Why do I ever allow my loyalties to be divided, so that God has not all
my heart?

John wrote that “God is love” in order to make an ethical point, “Since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 Jn 4:11). Could an
observer learn from the quality and degree of love that I show to others—
my wife? my husband? my family? my neighbors? people at church? people
at workP—anything at all about the greatness of God’s love to me?

Meditate on these things. Examine yourself.

J. 1. Packer, Knowing God, 122-23, 127.



