SHEPHERD’S COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday ABF — April 27

“The Knowledge of the Holy”
by A.W. Tozer

CHAPTER 16
The Goodness of God

God saw all that He had made, and it was very good (Genesis 1:31 a).
“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!” (Psalm 34:8).
Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LoRD, for He is good; His [ove endures forever (Psalm 106:1).
You are good, and what You do is good; teach me Your decrees (Psalm 119:68).
The Lorp is good to all; He has compassion on all He has made (Psalm 145:9).
"Why do you call Me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone” (Luke 18:19).

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights (James 1:17 a).

1) Scripture exclaims: “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.
They are new every morning... (Lamentations 3:22-23). How has God smiled upon you this morning?

2) Why do Christ’s words, “it is more blessed to give than to receive,” find a deaf ear among some in
America? Why is being generous so valuable in God’s eyes?

If you don’t have a copy of Tozer’s book, you can read it online: www.heavendwellers.com/hdt knowledge of the holy.htm



3) Would you agree with the following descriptions of goodness?

“Goodness, in the Scriptural sense of the term, includes benevolence, love, mercy, and grace.” Charles Hodge
“The goodness of God is that which disposes Him to be kind, cordial, benevolent, and full of good will toward
men. He is tenderhearted and of quick sympathy, and His unfailing attitude toward all moral beings is open,
frank, and friendly. By His nature He is inclined to bestow blessedness and He takes holy pleasure in the

happiness of His people.” A.W. Tozer

“I found that the goodness of God, the very foundation of worship, is not a thing you pay your respects to out
of some kind of disinterested reverence. No, it is something to be enjoyed.” John Piper

They will celebrate Your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of Your righteousness.
Psalm 145:7

4) Please give a least one example of God’s goodness clearly seen in the following:
* Creation—

* Scripture—

* God’s providence in your life (see Psalm 103:1-5)—

* His Son, Jesus (see John 10:14; Galatians 4:4-5)—

“All that emanates from God—His decrees, His creation, His laws, His providences—
cannot be otherwise than good;” A.W. Pink

5) Some might see God as the “Highest Goodness” with a “lesser goodness” found in man. Does the Bible
support or refute this notion? Is the heart of a Christian good?

In [God] is nothing but good. God is goodness itself.” Puritan Thomas Manton

“All the goodness there is in any creature has been imparted from the Creator, but God s goodness is
underived, for it is the essence of His eternal nature.” A.W. Pink



6) Pastor Tozer says that knowing that God is good “is necessary to moral sanity.” Why is this so? Would
God be good if He did NOT punish sin? Would God be good if He sent everyone to Hell?

“If God is not good, then there can be no distinction between kindness and cruelty,
and heaven can be hell and hell, heaven.” A.W. Tozer

“It will be no reflection upon God’s goodness, but rather the brightest exemplification of it, when He shall rid
the earth of those who have broken His laws, defied His authority, mocked His messengers, scorned His Son,
and persecuted those for whom He died.” A.W. Pink

7) “From [Jesus] we learn how God acts toward people. The hypocritical, the basically insincere, will find Him
cold and aloof, as they once found Jesus;” writes Tozer, “but the penitent will find Him merciful; the self-con-
demned will find Him generous and kind. To the frightened He is friendly, to the poor in spirit He is forgiving,
to the ignorant, considerate; to the weak, gentle; to the stranger, hospitable.” With this in mind, how should
we respond to the following:

* unrepentant or unforgiving people—

* those who are self critical—

* the anxious & fearful—

* those who struggle financially—

* uneducated people—

* elderly—

* new faces in the church—

DO YOU LONG TO BE LIKE JESUS BUT FIND IT DIFFICULT?! (Be honest with yourself.)



8a) Commenting on Romans 11:22, J.I. Packer remarks: “The Christians at Rome are not to dwell of God’s
goodness alone, nor on His severity alone....Both must be acknowledged together if God is to be truly known.”
(Please read Exodus 34:5-7.) Do you agree with Packer’s statement?

8b) Now read what Tozer says in Chapter 16: “The greatness of God rouses fear within us, but His goodness
encourages us not to be afraid of Him. To fear and not be afraid - that is the paradox of faith.” Any thoughts?

9a) Most of us enjoy far more days of health than sickness (though we sometimes make much of our sickness).
Do you rejoice at how good Jesus is to you even in the midst of illness or trouble?

9b) How does your suffering compare with Christ’s suffering?

“Christ’s death on the cross demonstrates the goodness of God like no other event in history.” John MacArthur

10) Although Tozer correctly states that “[God] has never been kinder than He now is, nor will He ever be less
kind,” I personally believe—if this is possible to conceive—that God’s goodness and kindness to us will grow
increasingly for all eternity as we get to know Him better and better. Assignment—start a journal listing all
the ways Christ has been good to you since the day you were born. Try to add to it weekly or even daily!
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